Festivals*                         67

and the women having the upper part of their bodies
exposed, I have never seen any impropriety of gestures
on these occasions. In some festivals the grossest
impropriety of language and gesture are indulged in ;
but at bathing festivals I have never noticed any. It is
proper for those who live near to bathe in the Ganges ;
but other rivers may serve as well.

(2) The Snan Jatra. This is the first of the three
great festivals in honour of Jagannatha. Though Puri
is the headquarters of this worship, it is not confined to
that place. Near Serampore, in a village called Mahesh,
is a temple which attracts almost as many people as
Puri, whilst many villages even observe the feast. The
ceremonies are much the same as those at Puri; but,
being performed in an open place, they can be seen by
all. In many respects it is the most imposing sight in
Hindu worship. The image, which has been kept in its
shrine for a year, is brought outside, and on a lofty plat-
form, bathed, anointed with oil, and clothed by the priests,
in the sight of an immense concourse of people. From
60,000 to 80,000 people direct their gaze as they are
engaged in their holy work, and as the time of its com-
pletion approaches, scarcely a sound is heard. Many,
probably, have gone there out of curiosity, many have
gone for amusement; but multitudes have been led
there with the desire to see Jagannatha, the sight of
whom, they believe, will take away their sin. As soon
as the bath is over, and the robing complete, the image is
raised so that the people can see it; and from the
vast crowd there goes a shout, "Jai, Jai, Jagannatha;
Jai, Jai, Jagannatha/' which once heard can never be
forgotten. On these occasions, the neighbourhood has
the appearance of a fair, and when the religious cere-
mony is over, the fun begins. There are stalls having